
PROCLAMATION

   Small Business Saturday
WHEREAS, the City of Radford celebrates our local small businesses and the contributions they make to
our local economy and community; and

WHEREAS, according to the United States Small Business Administration, there are currently 28.8 
million small businesses in the United States; and

WHEREAS, small businesses employ over 49 percent of all businesses with employees in the United 
States; and

WHEREAS, 93 percent of consumers in the United States agree that it is important for people to support 
the small businesses that they value in their community; and

WHEREAS, Radford supports our local businesses that create jobs, boost our local economy and 
preserve our neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, according to the Small Business Administration, there are more than 674,000 small 
businesses in Virginia, representing 97.8% of all employers; and

WHEREAS, small businesses employ more than 1.5 million workers, and are critical to the growth of the
New Virginia Economy as they continue to drive significant job creation and innovation; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, Small Business Saturday was founded to support small businesses across the 
country by attracting new customers in November and December, which account for approximately 40% 
of annual revenue for U.S. retailers; and

WHEREAS, consumers spent an estimated $16.2 billion at independent businesses nationwide on Small 
Business Saturday in 2015; and

WHEREAS, more than 95 million consumers shopped at small businesses on Small Business Saturday; 
and

WHEREAS, Radford City Council encourages all citizens to participate in Small Business Saturday by 
supporting local stores, businesses, restaurants, and other independent merchants in the community.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of Radford, Virginia does hereby proclaim November 26, 2016 
as “Small Business Saturday” and urges residents to recognize and support small businesses within our 
community on Small Business Saturday and throughout the year.

__________________________
       Dr.  Bruce E. Brown, Mayor

Adopted: November 14, 2016


